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SIA Reporter: Were you born on the Southside of Des Moines? 

Armand: I was actually born in Hollywood, CA, my mom and dad moved back to Des Moines 

when I was about 6 years old.  

 

SIA Reporter:  What do you remember about grown up on the Southside? 

Armand: I remember sitting around with my Grandfather Charlie Gazzo talking about politics  

and the old days of the Stemma D'Italia Lodge which he was the president of for over 30 years. 

One of the things that he taught me was to have respect, in those day’s you needed to have re-

spect for each other. This was a time when a lot of the Italian immigrants were coming over and 

helping each other out. Growing up my grandfather helped me find the right direction and atti-

tude that would help me later in life, I was just 10 years old. My grandfather never drove a car, 

walked to work at the Chicago Great Western Railroad for 51 years. I remember when I turn 16 

I would be the one that would pick him up bring him to the store or Target and run him around  

to get his cigars and other things.      

 

SIA Reporter: What else do you remember? 

Armand: Having all my cousins around since most of the family immigrated to Des Moines it 

was like heven. That’s why I come back all the time, I have lived in Arizona for the past 13 

years, I still have to come back every three months to be with my relatives and friends so I can 

talk a bit, argue a bit, I just love coming back. I will keep doing this forever, even thou I live in 

Scottsdale, Des Moines is my home.  

 

SIA Reporter: Tell me how the CIA was established? 

Armand: As time went on I always wanted to be a member of the Stemma. I’m a Gazzo but 

only half Italian so I could not join. Around 1975– 76 my father and John Comito suggested that 

we should start a club ourselves since a lot of our family members and friends were half Italian 

like I was.  That’s how it started, to let anyone that was some part Italian from your father or 

mother, you have to remember the blood line was thinning out after all this time. So the word 

spread on the Southside and within two weeks we had 300 people in the lower church at St. An-

thony after our first meeting a couple of week later we elect a president. Tom Renda was voted 

in as the first president. Before you know it we wanted to bring the Italian festival back like the 

Stemma used to have every summer, this was around 1976 and we did a one day festival down 

at Columbus Park. 

 

SIA Reporter: Any comments for our young members? 

Armand: Respect those that have come before you, and help where you can. We need the 

younger people to realize where they came from be proud to be Italian. Learn from the older 

generation. If you have idea’s don't hold them back even if you feel that no one is listening. 

 

SIA Reporter: One last question how’s your golf game? 

Armand: Pretty good I took some lessons a couple of years ago and it really helped.  

 

  


