
Hello Gentlemen, 

It’s been a few months since our last newsletter so I’m 

going to start by going back a few months.  Hope eve-

ryone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s.  It 

was great to see many of our membership at the annual 

Christmas Party.  We had a great turnout along with 

women’s auxiliary for this annual event.  For the sec-

ond year in a row, the staff at Blank Golf Course put on 

a wonderful feast for all of us to enjoy. 

Bring us back to today and in the coming months.  It’s been cold 

and snowy throughout December, January and February and because of 

this our attendance has been limited at our regular meetings.  Our mem-

bership is aging, so safety is first.  I don’t blame many of you for not 

making it.  Hopefully starting in March we will start to see the ther-

mometer outside go up and our meetings have a greater turnout.  We 

have been discussing some fun activities for our members in the next 

couple months and I would like to see as many of our current 200 mem-

bers join us. 

First of all, we are looking at maybe having our annual meeting 

with the ladies auxiliary at Prairie Meadows.  Second, I am trying to 

combine our regular meeting in either June or July with an Iowa Cubs 

Baseball game.  Third, believe it or not, Viva L’Italia will soon be upon 

us.  Sam Pane will again be heading up our men’s booth.  Please help 

Sam and our society by volunteering.  Finally, we are going to try and set 

up our annual pitch tournament with the Vittoria Lodge.  These are just a 

few of the ideas we are throwing around for our membership to come 

together in fellowship. 

Please continue to recruit new, younger members to our society 

so we can carry on our heritage and traditions on to many generations to 

come.  Please ask those past members who have discontinued their mem-

bership to rejoin.  Applications can be filled out on our website:   http://

siadm.wordpress.com/ Together we can build a bigger, stronger, Society 

of Italian-Americans.   

    Ciao! 

    Frank L. Morano, Jr. 

    President 
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All Meetings Will be At 

Blank Golf Course  

April 13,2014 

May 18,2014 

June 8, 2014 

July 13, 2014 

5:15pm Board Meeting  

6:00pm Membership 
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If you would like to get the 
newsletter by e-mail please   

contact Samuil Pane at  

samuilpane@yahoo.com   

Did you know that you can 
download a new membership 

form from our website!    
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IN MEMORIAL: 

 Angelo P. Costanzo was born to Tom and Maria Costanzo on July 30, 1922. He 

graduated from Lincoln High School in 1941 and attended Iowa State University before 

entering military service in the U.S. Army Signal Corp. His World War II service in the 

Pacific Theater included New Guinea, South Philippines, and Luzon. He received the Phil-

ippine Liberation Ribbon, the Good conduct Medal and was honorably discharged in Janu-

ary, 1946.  

Following military service Angelo married Ann Graziano on October 20, 1946. For 40 

years he was a Sales Representative for Graziano Brothers in the greater Des Moines area. He was mem-

ber of St. Anthony Catholic Church, the Society of Italian—Americans and an active member of Ameri-

can Legion Post 659, where he supported veterans by working Monday Night Bingo and holding posi-

tions such as Post Commander and County Commander. Angelo was also an avid golfer, mall-walker 

and donut shop connoisseur. 

 Frank Joseph Branco (85) of Des Moines, Iowa, died March 9, 2014, peacefully at 

home with his loving family by his side. 

 

Frank was born in Des Moines, Iowa to Joseph and Anna on October 3, 1928. He went to 

school at Park Avenue Grade School and Lincoln High School. Frank faithfully served our 

country in the United States Marine Corp. He was most known for his warmth and sense of 

humor. Frank married Betty Lou Green on October 9, 1949. He worked for John Deere for 

several years before starting his own home improvement business and became the best in the business. 

In his free time he enjoyed being the first to 'PRESS' while golfing and always catching the biggest fish. 

He enjoyed his annual pilgrimage to Notre Dame to see touchdown Jesus. Frank loved playing cards in 

the old principal's office with his friends at the Society of Italian American and most of al spending time 

with his family.           

      

 Giuseppe Leo was born March 9, 1937, in Terravecchia, Italy, the son of Giovanni 

Alfonso Leo and Teresina Bonanno. Giuseppe worked in Italy and Germany until he and his 

family moved to the United States in 1979. He retired from the Des Moines Public Schools 

in 2010, after 30 years of service, and he also worked at the Latin King restaurant. He spent 

as much time as possible being a provider for his family and working outdoors taking care 

of his gardens. The last four years of his life he battled Progressive Supranuclear Palsy, 

which slowly took away many of the abilities, that can easily be taken for granted. Throughout his ill-

ness he was always a model of positivity and a constant pillar of strength. He will continue to be the pa-

triarch of the legacy he has left behind.  
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NEW MEMBERS 

Anthony Serra  

Michael Serra 

Annual Lenten Fish Fry 

St. Anthony Church 

Every Friday March 7—April 11 

$8.00 Adults / $5.00 Kids 3 thru 12  

5:00—7:00 pm in the Parish Hall 

Sponsored By the Fr. Victor Romanelli Knights of Columbus 

Samuil Pane Grand Knight 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/marines/?personid=170109000&affiliateID=1740
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM : 

The Society of Italian Americans Scholarship Program is open to all eligible college bound and/or current college 
students. To be eligible, you must be a child or grandchild of a current Society or Auxiliary member. The selection 
process begins with a letter of application which should be sent to the Board of the Society of Italian Americans:  

 

Attn:  Ralaph Marasco 

 Scholarship Chairman 

 Society of Italian Americans 

 3009 SW 29th St 

 Des Moines, IA 50321  

The application letter needs to consist of:  

1) The applicant’s grade point average  

2) The applicant’s extracurricular activities within school   

3) The applicant’s community service  

UP-COMING EVENTS : 

Pitch Tournament: Our annual Pitch Tournament with the Vittoria Lodge will be Sunday April 27, 

2014 starting with Lunch at 12:00  PM, and the tournament starting at 1:00 PM . It will be held at the Vit-
toria Lodge with the SIA supplying the food. 

Kansas City Trip: The Society of Italian-Americans Social Committee is in the process of planning a trip to the 

Kansas City Italian Festival the weekend of May 30, 2014. For trip details please contact Pete Leonetti at 491-8433. 

Italian American Heritage Festival: July 25 & 26, 2014 at the Western Gateway Park in downtown 

Des Moines  for more information go to  http://www.italianfestivalofiowa.com/  

FUN FACTS ABOUT ITALY : 

 Rome is further North than New York City. New York City is about the same latitude as 

Naples Italy 

 In Rome and Naples, it only snows briefly once every several years 

 Pizza was "invented" in Naples around 1860s 

 Almost 20% of Italy's population is over 65 years old 

 Italy borders Austria, France, Vatican City, San Marino, Slovenia, and Switzerland 

 Its longest border is with Switzerland 

 The average Italian family has 1.27 children 

 Everybody 18 and over can vote, however you have to be at least 25 to vote in Senate elec-

tions 



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

SOCIETY OF ITALIAN-AMERICANS NEWSLETTER 

Located in Little Italy around the corner from Graziano Bros. 

SOCIETY OF ITALIAN—AMERICAN 

PUBLISHER / EDITOR :  SAMUIL PANE    

EDITOR :  VICTOR SCAGLIONE   

D IRECTOR OF C IRCULATION : JOE PANE 

ADVERTISING :  MARIO TUMEA / SAMUIL PANE 


