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P RESIDENTS C ORNER :
Felice Anno Nuovo Gentlemen,
It is hard to believe 2016 is coming to an end
and 2017 is just around the corner. The holidays are
now over and it is time to look forward to a new year,
new challenges, and new opportunities.

Located in Little Italy around the corner from Graziano Bros.

B IRTHDAY ’ S :
January Birthday:

February Birthday:

March Birthday:

John R. Tyler

1/5

Leonard Bevilacqua

2/6

Mike Amodeo

3/23

James A. Fitzgerald

1/21

Dominic Bonanno

2/4

Frank J. DeMarco

3/20

Jeff Caracci

1/20

Joe Cordaro

2/17

Pete J. Leonetti Jr.

3/14

Alec Quijano

1/19

Gasper Fazio

2/5

Francis P. Anania

3/14

Larry Beltrame

1/2

Louis Foggia

2/3

Michael C. Russo

3/21

Gary Randa

1/25

Rick Gentosi

2/10

Michael J. Pagano Sr.

3/20

Hank D. Graziano

1/4

Tim Houge

2/7

John Cosenza

3/20

Nick Nigro

1/11

Nick Iaria

2/22

Joseph V. Anania

3/5

Valerio Ladurini

2/28

John Ladurini

3/20

Tom Mihalovich

2/5

Charles J. Serra

3/7

Frank Morano Jr.

2/16

Sam J. Rizzuti

3/12

Biagio Sicilia

2/7

Donald R. Rand

3/1

Rick Trower

2/7

Anthony Morrow

3/5

Louie Tumea

2/7

Anthony Leto

3/31

Joe Tumea Jr.

2/28

Robert Tursi

2/4
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The Next Meetings Will be
At Belizzi-MacRae
American Legion
February 12, 2017
March 12, 2017
April 9, 2017

2016 had its high points and low points for the
club but in the end we continue to persevere. We had a
wonderful day at Prairie Meadows. We had one of the
best years at our men’s booth at the festival. We had a very warm and
cozy Christmas party catered by several of our members. We teamed up
with the American Legion and Knights of Columbus to host Santa Clause
for the kids.

4:00pm Board Meeting
5:00pm Membership

The year did not start out the way we had hoped, our ladies Auxiliary disbanded its board to form their own organization. Though the board
left, as did some of the members, our club does still have an auxiliary and
in 2017 we will be looking at who the active members are and try to rebuild their executive board.

samuilpane@yahoo.com

Thank you to all who tuned out at our annual mass for our deceased members. We should never forget our ancestors or those who have
shaped our lives and our club. In the spirit of these comments, I would
like to say goodbye to Pete Leonetti, Sr. Pete passed away on his birthday,
Christmas Day. Please remember Pete’s family and all the families of our
members who have lost a loved one this year and in years past.
In November we had our annual elections for our 3 at-large and 3
auditor’s seats. The only change was John Comito did not re-run for auditor. In John’s place, Pete Tursi was elected to that seat. I would like to
thank John for helping out over the last couple of years. I would also like
to welcome back Pete to the board. In addition, I would like to thank
Londo Vivone, Dave Miller, Rick Trower, John Sposeto and Ralph Marasco for continuing to represent our club as board members. In addition to
our annual election of board members our Sargent of Arms Corey Russo
stepped down and Charlie Leo has accepted to take on this position for the
next year. It is a position Charlie has held in the past. Thank you Corey
for your time on the board and welcome back Charlie.

President Corner Continue on Page 2:

May 14, 2017

If you would like to get the
newsletter by e-mail please
contact Samuil Pane at
Did you know that you can
download a new membership
form from our website!
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On Christmas Day 1928, Pete was born to Mary (Randa) and Joe Leonetti, and
completed the cycle of life on Christmas Day 2016 at the age of 88.
A lifelong south sider, Pete excelled in many sports, most notably baseball. As a
fifth grader he pitched on the eighth grade team at St. Anthony's, and went on to be the
ace of the staff at Dowling High School with his brother Frank catching his games.
Upon Graduation in 1946 Pete signed with the New York Yankees, and also
played in the Chicago Cubs minor league system until injury ended his career in 1949.
He was later inducted into the Dowling Sports Hall of Fame, and the Des Moines Fast
pitch Hall of Fame.
Pete Married the love of his life, Colleen Thacker in 1950, and raised seven children. He
worked at Acri Wholesale, and ran his home improvement company, displaying at the Iowa
State Fair for 47 years.
Pete is survived by his brother Frank of Sarasota Fla. and sister Theresa (Ernie) Ferin of
Des Moines. Children: Pam, Pete Jr, Tom, Terri (Jerry) and Frank (Diane), 17 grandchildren,
25 great grandchildren, and 5 great great grandchildren, and many cousins and friends.

L'affetto verso i genitori e fondamento di ogni virtu.
Translation: Loving one's parents is fundamentally the greatest virtue.

Una buona mamma vale cento maestre.
Translation: A good mother is worth a hundred teachers.
Il sangue non e acqua. - Italian saying
Translation: (Literally) Blood is not water, so "Blood is thicker than water."

P RESIDENTS C ORNER C ONTUNUED :

Our membership expressed interest to taking a trip to the Highwood Bocce Ball Club in Chicago some time in 2017. We will be working on getting this arranged. It is has been nearly 17 years
since our last group trip. I would also like to see our organization go as a group to the Iowa Cubs again
this year or maybe even to a major league game. Let’s get out there as a group again. Let’s give potential new members a taste of what our club has to offer.
Our meetings will continue to be held at the Belizzi-MacRae American Legion. I would like to
thank the members of the legion for allowing us to use their facility. At our December meeting our
members voted to NOT have a January meeting. Our first meeting for 2017 will be Sunday February
12th at 5:00pm.

S CHOLARSHIP I NFORMATION :
The Society of Italian Americans and its Auxiliary offer scholarships on an annual basis to students who
meet the following criteria:



Must be a child or grandchild of a current member of Society of Italian Americans or its Auxiliary



Currently attending or will attend a 2/4 year College, University or Trade School



Must submit a letter of application that includes: Grade Point Average, Extra Curricular Activities,
Community Service Experience, and 2 Letters of Recommendation from non-relatives



Must complete a 100-150 word essay describing “What being Italian-American means to you?”



Must not have received a SIA/SIAA scholarship in the past
Scholarship applications must be postmarked by May 31st and should be submitted to:

Bring your ideas for the future to every meeting and let us make 2017 an historic year for the
Society of Italian Americans Club.

Scholarship Chairperson

Have a safe and wonderful 2017,

PO Box 8337

Frank L. Morano, Jr.
President, Society of Italian Americans Club
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I N M EMORIAL :

Amor di madre, amore senza limiti.
Translation: A mother's love has no limits.

Now it is time to focus on the coming year, 2017. Building our membership should be our
main goal this year. We need all current members to continue to bring in new members or try to get
past members to rejoin. Our clubs continued existence is based on its members. We all have busy lives
but we must not forget our ancestors and those that built this club starting in 1895. Continuing their
mission of preserving and embracing our heritage should always be on our minds. As I have said in the
past, new members bring new ideas for the future of our club. One of the goals for 2016 was to try and
find a new, permanent home for our club but this has not happened. Gentlemen, our building committee looked at several properties this past year but there are not many buildings out there that would meet
our needs and most importantly, our budget. Also there are many new regulations the city has imposed
on anyone or group trying to purchase properties which bring on additional costs. The committee will
continue to keep diligently looking for a building but this will continue to be a long process.
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Application can be found at SIA website or by typing in the address below in your web browserhttps://siadm.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/sia-siaa-scholarship-final-040915.pdf

